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The Abwaab (each combination of the past tense verb and its present tense is 

considered one baab) of the derivative verbs give us three pieces of information: 

the pattern of the masdar, the pattern of the past tense and the pattern of the 

present tense. The three letter derivative verb has twenty five abwaab. Of these 

twenty five abwaab, only ten are in common usage today. 

 
Although there are ten common abwaab, it does not mean in reality that a verb 

will actually have a derivative from each baab. The abwaab from which any 

particular word might be derived is established only according to usage. 

Another point is that every baab has certain meanings associated with it by 

common usage. 

Section One 



 بابُ إفعال

In this baab, Hamza is the additional letter that is added to the masddar (إفعال). 

This Hamza is disjunctive, meaning that its vowel is never elided to facilitate 

pronunciation. Another feature of this pattern is that the particle of the present 

tense is vowelled with dhamma. 

 
  



 


