2 1
1~.\,
r

‘J
N
: &\ -

>
,

.
ol -

B .

o \

o
peace be
upon him

ONLINE SEMINARY

Lesson 40

Equational Syllogism

EQUATIONAL SYLLOGISM
(AL-QIYAS AL-MASAWAH)
SECTIONFORTY SEVEN

Equational syllogism's only aim is the explanafion of the equivalence of two matters due
to their being equivalent with a third, for example:

Zaid is equal fo 'Anr in height (Premise)
Amr is equal to Bagir in height (Premise)
Zaid is equal to Baqirin height (The Conclusion)

The infent of this syllogism is the explanation of the equivalence of Zaid and Bagir in
height due to their equivalence in height with 'Amr. Somefimes, the explanation is in
regards the matter of equivalence and, at times, it is regarding other than that for
example:

The body is a part of the animal (Premise)
The animal is part of the human (Premise)

Then, the animal is a part of the human (The Condlusion)
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The comeciness of the Equational Syllogism and the soundness of the conclusion from
error depends upon the veracity of the externally omitted premise. In te first example, it
is: the equal of anequal is equal Inthe second example, it is: part of a part is a part. Both
are fruths. Therefore, the conclusions in the two syllogisms are sound.

Regarding when the external omitted premise is not frue, then, the conclusion is not
comect. For example:

Two is half of four (Premise)
And four s half of eight (Premise)

Then, two s half of eight (The Conclusion)

The extemal premise, half of a half is half, is false because half of the half is a quarter.
Due tothat, the Conclusion, then, that two is half of eight, is a mistake.

Zaid is an enemy of ‘Amr (Premise)
Amr is an enemy of Jafar (Premise)
There, Zaid is an enemy of Jafar (The Conclusion)

The externally omitted premise is: an enemy of an enemy is an enemy, this is also false
because the enemy of an enemy is sometimes a friend. Due to that, then, the result,
which is: Zaid iz an enemy of Jafar, is a mistake.

Therefore, it is obligatory to investigate the extemal premise and the assurance of its
truthfulness. When the external premise is frue in the syllogism, the conclusion is true.
When the extemal premise is false, the syllogism is corrupted and the condusion is false.
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