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The Long Vowels

Amir al-Mumineen Ali (PBUH) in Nahj al-Balaghah:
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“Whoever recites the Qur’an and (yet) enters hellfire, then (it proves that) he/she

was from those who have been scoffing the signs of Allah (the verses of

Qur’an).”

Divide the following words and write them syllable by syllable as in the table.

Please refer to page 32.
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There are three long vowels in the Arabic language.
Alif, symbolized by (1 )

Yaa’, symoblised by (s _ )

2

Waaw, symbolized by (5 _ )

The long vowels are pronounced the same as the short vowels with a little

elongation. For example: (\;) = (—) + (—)

* The Pronunciation of (!) after some letters is different. (Like ‘a’ in ‘car’ which is different from ‘a’
in ‘sad’.

4+ Note: The long vowel of Alif is sometimes written as a little Alif above the

letter. For example: d)lu — Jayliia

Try to read the following Qur’anic words by pronouncing them syllable by

syllable.

You may want to refer to page 36.
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