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 بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم

History and Development of the Shia 

Teacher: Sayed Saleh al-Qazwini 

Lesson: 24 

Topic: The Birth of Imam al-Mahdi 

 

• The birth of Imam al-Mahdi was in secret circumstances because due 
to hundreds of hadiths regarding his birth, Abbasid caliphs were afraid 
and waiting for al-Mahdi. They knew that he would be the 12th Imam and 
9th of the children of Imam al-Hussain.  

 

There is a lot of proof in the Quran that there will be a savior at the end of time.  
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“Certainly, We wrote in the Psalms, after the Torah: ‘Indeed My righteous servants 
shall inherit the earth.’” (21:105) 
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It is He who has sent His Apostle with the guidance and the religion of truth that 
He may make it prevail over all religions, though the polytheists should be averse. 

(9:33) 

 

Imam al-Mahdi has some unique features:  

Imam al-Sadiq: 
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Allah chose for our Qaim three features that He chose for three of the messengers. 
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He made his birth similar to the birth of Prophet Musa.  

• The Pregnancy was hidden to protect him from Pharaoh.  
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The occultation of Imam al-Mahdi is like the occultation (we cannot see) of 
Prophet Isa. 
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Allah prolonged his life the same way He prolonged the life of the prophet Noah.  

 

Imam al-Mahdi’s short biography: 

- Birth: 15th Sha’ban, 255 A.H. 
- Father: Imam al-Askari 
- Mother: Lady Narjis  
- Martyrdom of his father: 260 A.H. 

 

Opinions about Imam al-Mahdi’s mother: 

1. She was a slave from Africa (Sudan) 
2. She was a princess from the Roman Empire by the name of Melika (Malika) 

 

The story of how Lady Narjis got to Samarra  

Sources on Lady Narjis’s story: 

-   The oldest: Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni’mah by Sheikh al-Saduq.   

-   Muruj al-Dhahab (Meadows of gold) by al-Masudi 

• The Story of Lady Narjis is according to a hadith by al-Saduq (riwaya of 
al-Shaibani). Bishr ibn Sulayman al-Nakhas was the one sent by Imam al-
Hadi to buy her, and her name was Malika. 

Disagreements about this narration: 

1. There wasn’t such a battle between Muslims and Romans at that particular 
time; 

2. If a Roman princess were missing, it would be big news then.   

 

• Al-Mufid and al-Kulayni pushed for another account that she was a slave 
in Hakima (Imam al-Hadi’s sister)’s house.  

Some scholars pushed for al-Saduq’s account: 

1. Because of many relations and similarities between the Imam and Prophet 
Isa 

2. It is an old account narrated by Sheikh al-Saduq 

 

• Some names of Lady Narjis , according to Sheikh al-Tusi: Rayhana, 
Narjis, Saqeel, Susan 



 

3 

• Al-Kulayni’s hadith about Lady Narjis: She was an Umm-wald from al-
Nawba.  

Lady Narjis’s death: 

- Al-Saduq: She passed away before Imam al-Askari 
- Al-Najashi: She passed away after Imam al-Askari 
- She was buried near Imam al-Askari. 

 

• Whoever she was, we, the Shia, believe that mothers of Imams were all pure 
and untouched by the highest levels of faith because Allah would not allow 
someone impure to carry someone so pure.  

• Imam al-Mahdi was born on the eve of Sha’ban 15, 255 A.H.  
• A hadith narrated by Lady Hakima: 

- Imam al-Askari called for her 
- Invited her for Iftar on the eve of half of Sha’ban 
- “Allah will reveal His ultimate Hujja this night.” 
- No sign of pregnancy was visible in Lady Narjis 

- Hakima informed Lady Narjis about what would happen that night.  

- Nothing happened till midnight. 

- Near the time of Fajr, she began to doubt in her heart.  

- Imam told her not to rush and that the birth was near 

- Near Fajr, lady Narjis felt something. 

- They both fainted for a while until Imam awakened them.  

- She saw the young lady in sujud.  

- She hugged him and found him clean with no sign of filth.  

- Then Imam al-Askari took him.  

- The new-born Imam spoke  

- Imam told Sayyida Hakima to return in 7 days.  

• He wasn't there when Hakima wanted to see the baby before leaving. 
Imam al-Askari told his aunt that he had put him under the protection of 
the one to whom the mother of Prophet Musa left his baby.  

• Imam recited these verses on the 7th day: 

رض  
ْ
ي الأ

هم فن
ى
نَ ل

ِّ
مَك

ُ
. وَن ن وارثِي 

ْ
همُ ال

ى
 ونجعل

ً
ة هم أئِمَّ

ى
ي الأرض وَنجعل ِ

وا فن
ُ
عِف

ْ
ض
ُ
ذينَ اسْت

ّ
 ال

ى
مُنَّ علَ

َ
 أن ن

ُ
ريد

ُ
يَ ﴿وَن ر 

ُ
 وَن

﴾فرعون 
َ
رُون

َ
ما مِنهم ما كانوا يَحذ

ُ
ه
َ
ود

ُ
 وَجُن

َ
 وهامان

(28: 5-6) 
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