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History and Development of the Shia
Teacher: Sayed Saleh al-Qazwini

Lesson: 29

Tawgqi’at, one of the ways of communication between Imams#2t and the Shia;

e The Tawqi’to Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ahmad al-Dallal al-Qommi on the

dispute between the Shia whether Allah has given the entire delegation
(al-tafwidh) of creation and sustenance to Imams25t or not.

Points in this Tawqi”

Allah creates and distributes sustenance.

He is neither a body nor incorporated in a body.

Nothing is like Allah.

The Imams2:t ask Allah to answer their dua and revere their haq, which He
creates and sustains.

The concepts of shafa’a & tawassul are among the most important Islamic

concepts.

A beautiful dua for times of sufferings and hardships, narrated from *Amir

al-Mu’minin (as):
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Communication with the Imam*t through his deputies, not by exchanging

letters, but instead through intuitions received by the heart of that deputy.

E.g., The story of al-Husayn ibn Ruh al-Nawbakhti; the points in this

narrative:

o A question was raised: If Imam al-Husain* was a Waliullah, why the
enemies overpowered him?

Points in Al-Husayn ibn Ruh’s answer:

God sent messengers from the same genus as people. Otherwise, people
won't accept

He sent them with miracles to make people accept
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- Sometimes they overpowered their enemies using miracles, and sometimes
they didn’t.

- If God had them overpower always, people would worship them as gods, and
they wouldn’t understand the virtue and honor of patience during difficulties,
being grateful, humble, and other virtues.

The narrator returned the next day and was thinking of asking al-Husayn whether

the answer was on his own. Before he started, al-Husayn replied that he never

says religious things on his own. His response was what he heard from Imam al-

Mahdizsz.

The point we learn here:

1. Sometimes the Imam*t answers the questions himself through a letter.

2. Sometimes the Imam*: makes his deputy answer by inspiring him

Many letters were lost. There were at least three letters to Sheikh al-Mufid.

In addition to the Tawgqi’at, duas (supplications) are attributed to Imam al-
Mahdiz.
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2. Dua al-Faraj: )
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3. Dua al-Iftitah (zl8Y! <led) is narrated through Muhammad ibn Uthman al-
Amri. It is recited during the month of Ramadan. In the end, we pray for Imam
al-Mahdi%#= , which shows that Imam wants us to do dua for him.

4. Dua al-Nudba (the supplication of lamentation and cry) (recited on the
days of Eid) narrated by Sayyed ibn Tawus and Sheikh al-Mufid narrated this.
e The Imam* cries and describes how Imams22t were martyred and talks

about what Imam*! will do after appearance.

5. Ziyara ‘Ale Yasin: It also came in a tawqi’ from the Imam3t,
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