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Topic:  

Significance of knowledge and Guidance to its Seeker 

»آدابُ المُتَعَلِّمین«  written by نَصیرُالدّین طوسی 

نْیَا وَ  آلةََ ھَا إنَِّ ھَاھُنَا لعَِلْماً جَمّاً لوَْ أصََبْتُ لھَُ حَمَلةًَ بَلىَ أصََبْتُ لَقِناً غَیْرَ مَأمُْونٍ عَلَیْھِ مُسْتَعْمِلاً « ینِ للِدُّ الَدِّ
ِ عَلىَ عِبَادِهِ وَ بحُِجَجِھِ عَلَى أوَْلیَِائھِِ أوَْ مُنْقَاداً لحَِمَلةَِ الَْحَقِّ لاَ بَ  صِیرَةَ لھَُ فيِ أحَْنَائھِِ یَنْقَدِحُ مُسْتَظْھِراً بنِعَِمِ اللهََّ

لِ عَارِضٍ مِنْ شُبْھَةٍ ألاََ لاَ ذَ  ھْوَةِ أوَْ مُغْرَماً الَشَّكُّ فيِ قَلْبھِِ لأِوََّ ةِ سَلسَِ الَْقِیَادِ للِشَّ ا وَ لاَ ذَاكَ أوَْ مَنْھُوماً باِللَّذَّ
ینِ فيِ شَيْ  خَارِ لَیْسَا مِنْ رُعَاةِ الَدِّ ائِمَةُ كَذَلكَِ یَمُوتُ الَْعِلْمُ ءٍ أقَْرَبُ شَيْ باِلْجَمْعِ وَ الاَدِِّ ءٍ شَبَھاً بھِِمَا الأَْنَْعَامُ الَسَّ

»وْتِ حَامِلیِھِ بِمَ   

Kumail ibn Ziyad says, ‘Amir al-Mu’meneen took me by my hand out of the city. 
When we got to the desert, he sighed sadly and said: “... know that here lies a 
big deal of knowledge (pointing at his chest) only if I could find learners for it; 
yes I find some untrustworthy smart people who would use deen (religion) for 
this world ... or some who are obedient to the right leaders but they do not 
have any insight in their hearts ... or some who are carried out by joy and 
controlled by lust or some who are delved into accumulating wealth and do 
not care about religion in anything and they are mostly like animals who 
graze, this is how knowledge dies by the death of its carriers...”’ 

 

A story about the diligence of مُحَمّد باقرِ صَدر or Muhammad Baqir Sadr; (refer to 
the video) 

 

 



 ه على نعَمائھرُ شكُ نَ حمدُ للہ على آلائھ، وأ

I praise Allah for his endowments and we thank him for his grants… 

 

خیر أوصیائھو  على سیدّ أنبیائھو السَّلامُ والصلاةُ   

And salute along with bless be upon his best of prophets and his best of successors 

 و بعد، فکثیرٌ مِن طلاُّبِ العِلم، لا یتَیَسََّرُ لھَمُ التَّحصیل و إن اجتھَدَوا

And then, lots of the students (seekers) of knowledge, although they may try hard, 
won’t have a chance to reach it 

راتھِ و إن اشتغلواو لا ینَتفَعِونَ مِن ثمََ   

And won’t taste its results, even if they get (closely) involved (with it) 

 لأِنََّھمُ أخطَأوا طرَیقھَ و ترََکوا شَرائطَِھ

(That’s) because they gone the wrong way (didn’t get it right) and abandoned its 
conditions (or requirements) 

مَن أخطَأَ الطَّریقَ ضَلَّ فلا ینَالُ المَقصودَ  و کُلُّ   

And anyone who loses the right way gets lost and won’t get to the goal. 

 أرَدتُ أن أبُیَِّنَ طریقَ التَّعَلُّم علی سبیل الاختصِار علی ما  رأیَتُ فی الکتاب 

(So) I wanted to briefly clarify the manner of seeking knowledge based on what I 
have seen in the book  

 و سَمِعتُ من أساتیذی اولی العِلم و اللهُ المُوَفِّقُ و المُعین

And (what) I’ve heard from my knowledgeable masters  

 و اللهُ المُوَفِّقُ و المُعین

And (hopingly) Allah helps us to success 

 فأَبُیَِّنُ المَقصودَ فی فصولٍ شتیّٰ 

So I will explain the point in different chapters; 



 Chapter one: (about) the nature of knowledge and its significance 

 Be informed that Rasulullah (the holy prophet) said:  

»لمِ فرَیضَةٌ علی کُلِّ مُسلمٍِ و مُسلمَِةطلَبَُ العِ «  

“Seeking knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim.” 

 The significance of knowledge is not hidden from anyone, because 
knowledge is exclusively for human … 

- For every attribute but knowledge is common between human and animals, 
like bravery, strength, compassion etc. 

 It was by knowledge that Allah revealed the superiority of Adam over the 
angels and ordered them to prostrate at his feet.   

 Also, knowledge is a means to eternal prosperity, if deeds are done 
accordingly (to it) 

 Seeking knowledge is obligatory on every obligated. 

 The obligatory: A) kifa’i-obligatory: if someone does it sufficiently, it would 
be no longer an obligatory upon others. B) Aini-oblitatory: it’s always 
obligatory upon everyone, like seeking knowledge. 

- And if there is no one to fulfill (the kifa’i-obligatory) it, then it’s (yet) 
obligatory on every one in common. 

 The knowledge that will benefit (him) at any condition, is like food which 
there is no way other than to obtain. 

- And the knowledge which is sometimes useful is like medicine that is 
needed (only) occasionally. 

 It’s decent for the seeker of knowledge not to neglect himself and (be aware) 
of what is useful or harmful for him… 

- … So that his wisdom and knowledge wouldn’t be evidences against him 
and (then) his punishment would be more severe. 

 


