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 بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم

History and Development of the Shia 

Teacher: Sayed Saleh al-Qazwini 

Lesson: 29 

Topic: The Letters and Duas of Imam al-Mahdi 
  

Tawqi’at, one of the ways of communication between Imams and the Shia;  
• The Tawqi’ to Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ahmad al-Dallal al-Qommi on the 

dispute between the Shia whether Allah has given the entire delegation 
(al-tafwidh) of creation and sustenance to Imams or not.  

Points in this Tawqi’: 
- Allah creates and distributes sustenance.  
- He is neither a body nor incorporated in a body.  
- Nothing is like Allah. 
- The Imams ask Allah to answer their dua and revere their haq, which He 

creates and sustains. 
 

• The concepts of shafa’a & tawassul are among the most important Islamic 
concepts.  

• A beautiful dua for times of sufferings and hardships, narrated from ʾAmīr 
al-Muʾminīn (as): 
هُم علی علمٍ علی العالمي  َ 

َ
ت  اختر

َ
ذين

ّ
َّ الرّحمةِ و أهلِ بيتِه ال ي  نب 

َ
بيّک

َ
 بِن
َ
 إليک

ُ
ه
َّ
توج

َ
ي أ
 أللهمَّ إن ّ

ها  َّ ي شر
ها و اکفب 

َ
ت
َ
زون

ُ
ها و ح

َ
ت
َ
عوب ل لي صُ

ِّ
ل
َ
ذ
َ
ي و الغالبُ القاهرأللهم ف

 
ي المُعاف

 
 الکاف

َ
ک
ّ
 فإن

 

• Communication with the Imam through his deputies, not by exchanging 
letters, but instead through intuitions received by the heart of that deputy.  

• E.g., The story of al-Husayn ibn Ruh al-Nawbakhti; the points in this 
narrative: 
o A question was raised: If Imam al-Husain was a Waliullah, why the 

enemies overpowered him?  
Points in Al-Husayn ibn Ruh’s answer: 
- God sent messengers from the same genus as people. Otherwise, people 

won’t accept 

- He sent them with miracles to make people accept 
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- Sometimes they overpowered their enemies using miracles, and sometimes 
they didn’t. 

- If God had them overpower always, people would worship them as gods, and 
they wouldn’t understand the virtue and honor of patience during difficulties, 
being grateful, humble, and other virtues. 

The narrator returned the next day and was thinking of asking al-Husayn whether 
the answer was on his own. Before he started, al-Husayn replied that he never 
says religious things on his own. His response was what he heard from Imam al-
Mahdi. 
 
The point we learn here: 
1. Sometimes the Imam answers the questions himself through a letter. 
2. Sometimes the Imam makes his deputy answer by inspiring him 
Many letters were lost. There were at least three letters to Sheikh al-Mufid.  
In addition to the Tawqi’at, duas (supplications) are attributed to Imam al-
Mahdi.  
 
1. Dua of Imam al-Hujja: 

رمة، و أکرِمنا بالهُدی و »
ُ
 الح

َ
 النية، و عِرفان

َ
 المعصيَة، و صِدق

َ
عد
ُ
قنا توفيق الطاعة، و ب

ُ
أللهم ارز

نا 
َ
ت
َ
د ألسِن

ِّ
طوننا من الحرام و الاستقامَة، و سَد

ُ
ر ب هِّ

َ
نا بالعلم و المَعرِفة، و ط

َ
لوب
ُ
 ق
َ
واب و الحکمة، و املَ بالصَّ

نا عن 
َ
د أسماع

ُ
جورِ و الخِيانة، و اسد

ُ
ض أبصارَنا عن الف

ُ
قة، و اغض لمِ و السََّّ

ُّ
نا عن الظ

َ
ف أيدي

ُ
بهَة، و اکف

ُّ
الش

 
َّ
هدِ و الن

ُّ
لمائنا بالز

ُ
ل علی ع

َّ
فض

َ
غوِ و الغِيبة، وَ ت

ّ
 الل

َ
لی
َ
هدِ و الرّغبَة، وَع

ُ
مي   بالج

ّ
صيحة، و علی المتعل

فاءِ و الرّاحة؛
ِّ
ةِ، وَ علی مَرض  المسلمي  َ بالش

َ
مَوْعِظ

ْ
ال باعِ وَ

ِّ
مِعِي  َ بِالات

َ
مُسْت

ْ
 ال

 
َّ
بابِ بالإنابةِ و الت

َّ
کينةِ، و علی الش ةِ و الرّحمة، و علی مَشايخِنا بالوَقارِ و السَّ

َ
م بالرّأف

ُ
و علی وبة،و علی مَوتاه

زاةِ 
ُ
ناعة، و علی الغ

َ
ِ و الق ت 

راءِ بالصَّ
َ
ق
ُ
عِ و السّعة و علی الف

ُ
ة، و علی الأغنياءِ بالتواض

ّ
ياءِ و العِف

َ
ساءِ بالح

ِّ
الن

عيّة  قة، و علی الرَّ
َ
ف
َّ
لاص و الرّاحة، و علی الأمراءِ بالعدلِ و الش

َ
شاءِ بالخ

َ
لی الأ

َ
لبة، و ع

َ
صِر و الغ

َّ
بالن

س
ُ
فقة،بالإنصاف و ح

َّ
اد و الن

ّ
ي الز

 
وارِ ف

ُّ
اج و الز

ّ
ج
ُ
ة، و بارکِ للح  و  ن الست 

ّ
ج
َ
ليهم من الح

َ
 ع
َ
و اقضِ ما أوجبت

 يا أرحم الرّاحمي   
َ
 و رحمتك

َ
ضلك

َ
 «العُمرة، و بِف

 
2. Dua al-Faraj:  

تِ الأرضُ و »
َ
جاءُ و انکشف الغِطاءُ و ضاق طعَ الرَّ

َ
 الخفاء و انق

َ
رِح
َ
م البلاءُ و ب

ُ
ظ
َ
منعت السماءُ و  أللهم ع

دة و الرخاء
ّ
ي الش

 
لُ ف  المُشتکی و عليک المُعوَّ

َ
 إليک

رّج 
َ
ف
َ
هم ف

َ
لت ِ
 مت  

َ
نا بذلک

َ
هم فعرّفت

َ
 علينا طاعت

َ
أللهم فصلّ علی محمدٍ و آل محمد أول الأمر الذين فرضت

 
ُ
مح البَصر أو هو أقرب

َ
 کل
ً
 عاجلا

ً
هِم فرَجا عاجلا

ّ
ا بحق

ّ
 عن

ما ناصِِایَ 
ُ
ک
َّ
إِن
َ
ِ ف
کما کافياي وَ انصُران 

ّ
ي فإن

 يا محمد یا علیي اکفيان 
 ِ
درکِب 

َ
ِ أ
درکِب 

َ
ِ أ
درکِب 

َ
 أ
َ
وث

َ
غ
ْ
 ال
َ
وث

َ
 الغ

َ
وث

َ
غ
ْ
مان ال

َّ
ا مَولایَ یا صاحِبَ الز

َ
 «ی
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3. Dua al-Iftitah (دعااء الافتتااح) is narrated through Muhammad ibn Uthman al-
Amri. It is recited during the month of Ramadan. In the end, we pray for Imam 
al-Mahdi , which shows that Imam wants us to do dua for him.  

4. Dua al-Nudba (the supplication of lamentation and cry) (recited on the 
days of Eid) narrated by Sayyed ibn Tawus and Sheikh al-Mufid narrated this.  
• The Imam cries and describes how Imams were martyred and talks 

about what Imam will do after appearance.  
 
5. Ziyara ‘Ale Yasin: It also came in a tawqi’ from the Imam.   
 


